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QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE

MR. JUSTICE VIRTUE
Criticism by Member for Balcalla

THE HON. G. C. MacKINNON: Have 1
your permission, Mr, President, to ask a
question, without notice, of the Minister

for Justice?

The PRESIDENT (The Hon, L.
Diver): Yes.

C.

The HON, G. C. MacKINNON: Did

the Minister see in this morning’s
The West Australian a report of
a statement and accusations
allegedly made by The Hon, H. E,
Graham? Would the Minister be
prepared to make any comment
now on this statement and those
accusations?

‘The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Tht non-

ourable menmiber was Kind encugh
to. give me notice of this gues-
tion. Yes; I did see the Press
statement and the accusztions
that were reported to have hLeen
made. I regard this matter very
seriously indeed. I have referred
the matter to the Chief Jurtice.
He is also very concerned azout
the matter and he informec me
that in his opinion the corstitu-
tional method of dealing witk this
sort of thing should have teen
carried out.

I think it is to be deplorec that
a private member of Parlisment
should attack a member of the
judiciary in such an intemperate
manner, in such Intemperate
terms, and under the cloak of
Parliament, when the proper and
constitutional method is within
reach of the honourable member.

The Government has received
no complaints concerning the
matters mentioned in tcday’s
Press, I should also like tc say
that I deplore the interjection
which was reporfed in the Press
as having been made by the mem-
ber for Beeloe in ancother ploce, I
regard his interjection as ar un-
called-for attack on a member of
the judiciary. To say the least,
it is an irresponsible statement.

Trials for sex offences cons=titute
& very minor portion of a j.dge’s
work, and even in those trials
there cannot be any infermed
criticism unless the persor is
aware, and has a knowledoe of
all the circumstances. The
member for Beeloo in ancther
place appears to have an ouvious
lack of knowledge of the ciirum-
stances—

The Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: Are yc re-

ferring to the Press statemeni or
to something that occurred :x &n-
other place?

The Hon. A. F, GRIFFITH: —v.. he

was prepared to say of the :udge
tlllbsit his overall record was ter-
rible.

Paint of Order

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: O5 &

point of order, Mr. President is
the Minister quoting from the
Press statement or is he speaking
of something that occurred in an-
other place? I have been called
to order whenever I have referred
to something that has occurred in
another place.

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L C.

Diver): I understood the Miiis-
ter to say that he was ouoting
from a Press statement.



436 [COUNCIL.)

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: Thank The Hon. A, F. GRIFFITH replied:

you very much.

Reply to Question Resumed

The Hon. A. P. GRIFFITH: The ques-

tion addressed to me was, “Did
the Minister see, in this morning’s
The West Australian, a report of
a statement and accusations al-
legedly made by The Hon. H. E.
Graham?”
I wish to conclude by saying that
in my opinion it is neither ethical
nor constitutional practice for a
private member of Parliament to
attack the character of a judge.
There are constitutional means by
which this can be done, and the
action that has been taken is to
be deplored.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
1. This question was postponed.

ADVERTIS[NG OF CURES FOR COLDS
AND OTHER COMPLAINTS
Control

2. The Hon. R, H. C. STUBBS asked the

(1) {a) Houses built for—
Year Rtate Other Govern- Total
Housing ment Depta.

1059/60 04 11 7%
1080761 LL] 2 €
1081/62 47 48 05
1082/63 83 Y 97
1963/6¢ 61 108 109
(b Towns where houses were

buitt—

Broome.

Camballin.

Derby.

Wyndham.

Kununurra.

Halls Creek.

Ord River Homestead.
Kimberley Research Station.
Christmas Creek.
Carnarvon,

Onslow.

Roebourne.

Port Hedland.

Marble Bar.

Wallal.

Wittenoom.

(¢) State Housing Commission
expenditure over the five

years was!i—
Minister for Mines: £
(1) Does the Public Health Depart- Broome 64,000
ment have goed and ample power Camballin ... 14,000
to deal with people who advertise Derby . 304,000
substances that purport fo cure Wyndham ... . 165,500
ecolds and other complaints when Hzalls Creek 11,500
in fact they do not? ganilarvon lgg.ggg
in nslow i
{2) ﬁl:'?t' is such legislation desir goe?o&rgf 2,000
The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied: B::rhleeB:;ld . zﬁggg
{1) Yes. Wittenoom 89.500
(2) Not applicable.
£1,107,000
HOUSING NORTH OF 26TH —_
PARALLEL (2) (a) No.

Number of Homes, Situation, and
Expenditure

3. The Hon. D. P. DELLAR asked the

Minister for Housing:

(1) For the financial years ended the
30th June, 1960, 1961, 1962, 1963,
and 1964—

(a) how many State houses were
built north of +the 26th
parallel;

(b} in which towns were they
bhuilt; and

(¢) what expenditure was in-
curred in these towns on
State Housing homes?

Rents Charged

(2} (a) Is the economic rent being
charged for each of these
houses?

(b) If not, what rents are being
charged.

(b) The rent charged by the State
Housing Commission is based
on the estimated cost of the
house notionaily erected at
Geraldton and which sub-
sldises the rent by £1 to
£1 3s. per week, depending on
the town in which the house
is built. A further rebate
concession can be claimed by
a tenant where the family
income, after deducting the
first £56 of the weekly income
of each member of the family
in receipt of an income, is
insufficient to pay the fore-
going subsidised rent. This
rebate is assessed in aeccord-
ance with the Commonwealth-
State Housing Agreement.
Rent charged by Government
departments for essential em-
ployees is fixed by the Public
Service Commissioner.
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LONG SERVICE LEAVE

Legislation Providing for 15 Years of
Service

The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE (for The
Hon. R. Thompson) asked the Minister
for Mines:

(1) Is the Government aware of the
PFederzl Arbitration Commission’s
decision to grant 13 weeks’ long
service leave after 15 years of
service to persons under Federal
awards?

(2) Does the State Government intend,
by amending legislation or other
means, to bring the State into
line with this decision during the
present session of Parliament?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Consideration cannot be given to
this by the Government until such
time as a decision has been made
by the Industrial Commission on
pending applications.

DALWALLINU HOSFPITAL

Erpenditure on Works and
Improvemenis

The Hon. A, R. JONES asked the Min-
ister for Local Government:
In view of the absence of details
received in the reply to my ques-
tion asked on the 18th August,
1963, and having an appreciation
of the reason, will the Minister in-
form the House what percentages
of the total amount of £18,077 to
be spent for additions and reno-
vations to the Palwallinu Hospi-
tal are estimated by the Health
Department or the PW.D. for—
(a) the new laundry;
{b) repairs to kitchen bloek;
{c) repairs to the maternity bloek;
and
(d) repairs to the old general
ward?

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN replied:

(a) 47 per cent.

(b} 6 per cent.

(¢) 14 per cent. (includes remodel-
ling}.

(d) 33 per cent. (includes remodel-
ing).

UNDERWATER DIVING EQUIPMENT

Legislation for Safefy Standard

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS asked the

Minister for Mines:

(1) Does the Public Health Depart-
ment have power under the
Health Act to require a safety
standard for apparatus such as
underwater diving equipment?

(2) If so0, under what section ot the
Heslth Act?

(3) If not, is such legislation desir-
able?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:

(1) No,
(2) Not applicable.

(3) Yes, and is being introducec this
session,

KWINANA FREEWAY BRIDGE
Siting

The Hon. W. F, WILLESEE (far The

Hon. R. Thompson} asked the Minis-

ter for Mines:

(1) Has a final decision been made
by the Public Works Department
as to where the proposed new
bridge linking the Kwinana Free-
way over the Canning River will
be positioned?

Resumptions
(2) If the answer to No. (1) is “Yes"—
(a) At what points will it cross?
(b) How many properties will
have to be resumed in part
or total?

(¢) What are the street and lot
numbers of the properties?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:

(1) Representations have been re-
ceived to change the alignment
proposed by the Main Roads De-
partment., These representations
have heen referred to the Region
Planning Authority.

(2) Answered by No. (1),

RESPIRATORS
Standerds Association Classification

The Hon. R. H, C, STUBBS asked the

Minister for Mines:

(1) Does the Standards Association of
Australia have a standard for
respirators having in mind =a
margin for safety and protection
to the wearer in the handling of
poisons such as arsenic?

(2) What is the standard known as,
and what does it involve?

Results of Testing

(3} Does the “Nuplac Respirator’ pass

the required test of the Standards
Association?

(4) If not, what was the resuli of
any test or tests on the “Nupiac
Respirator?

(5) How do these results compare
with those of any tests carried
out on respirators of other manu-
facture?
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(a) and (b) Chittering

-(6)
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Control Legislation
(6) Does the Public Health Depart-
ment have good and ample power
to withdraw an inferior article
from sale, or confiscate same, for
the protection of the public?
If so, under what section of the
Health Act is the power con-
ferred?
If not, is it desirable from a pub-
lic health point of view that this
power should be enacted?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) Australian Standard Z18—1963.
Respiratory Protective Devices.
A recently produced Nuplac Dust
Cartridge R112 does comply with
the standard.

A previous cartridge now with-
drawn from circulation was found
to be defective.

No defects were found in other
cartridees tested.

No.

Not applicable.

Yes. Legislation to this effect will
be introduced this session.

ELECTRICITY SUPFPLIES
Eztensions to Towns in North

The Hon. A. R. JONES asked the
Minister for Local Government:

In view of the Premier’s expressed
thought some fwo years ago at a
northern ward zone council of
the then Road Board Association
held at Morawa, that the SE.C.
would push its lines northward
from the present supply and south
from a probable supply to be
developed at Geraldton, will the
Minister obtain answers to the
following . —
(a) When can it be expected that
extenslons will go forward
northward?

In extensions north, will the
Chittering area he supplied?
When is it expected that
powel will be available at
Geraldton for distribution to
. the towns of Northampton,
Mullewa, Dongara, Mingenew,
Morawa, ete?

How long is it expected will
elapse before Dalwallinu may
expect power available from
the S.EC.?

-The Hon, L. A. LOGAN replied:

and areas
north of Perth would be supplied
from the metropolitan system
when justified under the contribu-
tory extension scheme.

&)

8

3
4
(6)

1)
8)

(b}

(c)

@)

(¢) the commission is now estabtlished
at Geraldton and expects to sup-
ply Northampton in 1965, It is
too early to state when the other
towns will be supplied.

This depends on the establishment
of a very hieh voltage power line
to suit the whole area and it is
too early to state when this will
be compleied.

FIRE BRIGADES ACT

Disallowance of Regulation 100A:
Mation

Debate resumed, from the 19th August,
on the folowing motion by The Hon, W.
F. Willesee:—

That regulation 100A made under
the provisions of the Fire Brigades
Act, 1942-1963, as published in the
Gopernment Gazetle on Thursday the
16th April, 1964, and laid upon the
Table of the House on Tuesday, the
4th August, 1964, be and is hereby
disallowed.

(d)

THE HON. L. A. LOGAN (Midland—
Minister for Local Government) (247
p.m.): Last night Mr., Willesee moved for
the disallowance of regulation 100A. The
provisions of the firemen's award deal with
sick leave arrangements, and, when read
with the regulations, there is a deficiency
in that the hoard as an employer can-
not insist on a medical examination. Iso-
lated instances do occur where an em-
ployee can become medically unfit for
fire fighting and as such may not only
prejudice his own safety at a fire, but also
the safety of other members of the fire
fiehting crew.

It is considered the board has a responsi- -
hility to require an employee to submit to
a medical examination in such circum-
stances, and that is the purpose of regu-
lation 100A. The right to require an em-
ployee to submit to a medical examina-
tion properly belongs to the employer, and
in stipulating the Government medical
officer the regulation aims at impartial
treatment, Examples of somewhat{ like
regulations apply to both the police and
the puhlic service. I shall now quote the
regulations applying to the police, and the
Public Service, and also regulation 100A
made under the Fire Brigades Act. Police
regulation 88 (e) reads—

Any member of the Force shall when
50 required by the Commissioner sub-
mit himself for examination by a medi-
cal hoard consisting of three medical
practitioners to be nominated by the
principal medical officer with a view
to ascertaining whether he is fit for
further active service and any such
member who neglects or refuses to
so submit himself when required will



[Thursday, 20 August, 1964.]

be deemed guilty of an act of miscon-
duct sagainst the discipline of the
Porce. Any member of the Force re-
ported to be physically unfit by a
medical board shall be called upon to
reslgn from the Force.

The Public Bervice Act section 49 reads—

If an officer appears to the Com-
missioner after a report from the
Permanent Head to be unfit to dis-
charge or incapable of discharging
the duties of his office efficiently,
the Commissioner shall enquire and
determine whether it is proved such
¢fficer is unfit to discharge or in-
capable of discharging the duties of
his office and the Governor on the
recommendation of the Commissioner
may deal with such officer either by
calling upon such officer to retire
from the Public Service or by trans-
ferring him to some other pesition and
every such officer if called upon to
retire shall retire accordingly.

Regulation 100A made under the Pire

Brigades Act reads—

(1) An employee of the board shall,
when s0 required by, and at the expense
of, the board submit himself for
examination by the Government Dis-
trict Medical Officer who may, how-
ever, engage the services of consultants
if, in his opinion, the case so requires.

As recently as January, 1963, a station
officer contested the board's right to re-
quire him to submit to a medicel exam-
ination by the board's docfor, and the
problem could be resolved only by the
board being prepared to accept the advice
of the employee’s doctor, Prior to this
occurrence, officers had submitted to
medical examination by the board's doctor.

Apparently this is where the deficiency
arises; that regulation 100A is trying to
lay down that the employee when required
by the board shall submit himself to the
resident medical officer. But apparently
from the situation as it is now, the station
officer who has only his own doctor's cer-
tificate finds that the beoard is bound to
accept that as medical evidence; he is not
required to go any further, because the
board will accept it. So according to that
there is a deficiency in the present regu-
lation. I wish now to mention another
instance—

Several vears ago (1956) a fireman
was reported by the station officer in
charge as being considered unfit for
fire fighting duties when he returned
to duty after sick leave. The fire-
men’'s union intervened and claimed
the employee had satisfled the re-
quirements of the Fire Brigades Act
Regulations when he submitted a
clear medical certificate from his own
doctor.
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This is the second case where the certifi-
cate from the employee’s doctor had to be
taken. I continue to quote—

At the time the board soughf an
amendment to the regulations but the
then Chief Secretary (Hon. G. Fraser)
did not see his way to proceed. His
reasons were not conveyed to the
board,

It might be added one employee—a
fireman—attended a doctor nominated
by the board, and without objection
from the firemen's union, when such
action was necessary for him to be
retired on medical grounds so as to
enjoy total benefits from the Staff
Superannuation (Retirement) Fund,

Regulation 100A applies to all em-
ployees on the board—officers, firemen,
mechanics, technicians, special serv-
icemen and clerical staff, and two
firemen are currently employed on
ilght duties being physically unfit for
active filre fighting duties.

The board is mindful of the welfare
of its older employees and recognises
that physical fitness standards must
he assessed having regard to age.
Compulsory medical examination of
the staff at large for the purpose of
achieving a minimum standard of
physical fitness is not contemplated.

After having read this, and after having
had a look at the regulations, I would
say there is obviously a deficiency in that
the board had no control of the employee
when it was required that he undergo a
medical examination. That is why this
regulation was gazetted, and I hope the
House will not agree to the motion moved
by Mr. Willesee.

THE HON. W. F. WILLESEE (North)
(2.53 p.m.]: This regulation has been put
forward without consuliation with the
great majority of the people, and we have
to abide by it as such. If what the Min-
ister read out is, in fact, of any value, it
only emphasises the point that there
should have been a conference of all the
people concerned, and all the regulations
appertaining to sickness and the conduct
of health should have been ironed out and
agreed upon and a subsequent set of reg-
ulations put forward for approval.

I take no cognisance of the fact that
because 5 man brings forward a doctor's
certificate from a young doctor it should
be doubted. I cannot see any difference
between a certifleate issued by a young
doctor and that issued by an older doc-
tor. They are both qualified men.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: There is no ques-
tion of age. I said, “His own doctor”.

The Hon. W, F. WILLESEE: It is pos-
sihle I misheard the Minister. But even
if it is his own doctor's certificate, does
that imply that because a man goes to his
own doctor he will receive favourable
treatment? Does it suggest that because



430

a man has taken his wife and children to
a doctor for years he would be provided
with a false certificate as to his health?
It is too ahsurd!

What I am strongly contesting and ob-
jecting to is the fact that the basis of this
regulation was not put to the men who
constitute the work force of the fire bri-
gades in Western Australia. They com-
prise 95 per c¢ent. of the work force; and
they are the people who have to do the
work, and who give their lives to this
career. It is not right for them to have
placed before them a regulation that gives
an arbitrary right to someone on the
board to say, “You go before a doctor for
examination”; despite the regulation which
provides that before a man comes back on
the job he must be certified completely
fit by his medical officer for the duties he
is expected to carry out.

Surely it is not too much to ask the
House to reject the regulation on the
basis that it could go back to the three
people who constitute the control of the
fire brigades in Western Australia and be
ironed out at a round table conference,
after which a revised regulation could he
prepared! They could alter their award
if necessary, and could even take :the
steps contained in the Public Service Act
read out by the Minlster until they finally
place this on a satisfactory basis.

I co not deny that the controlling au-
thority should have the right to question
the health of a person who may be em-
ployed for a long perlod of years. But it
is equsally right to say there should he
some suspicion on the part of that em-
ployee if, when he is reaching the later
stage of life, he has—even though he may
consider himself fit—to obtain a certifi-
cate to say he is fit; if he has to be placed
in the position of having to prove himself
again, particularly when he knows he is
right.

This is an organisation that requires a
great degree of medical fitness. Would
five or six firemen work with a man who
was not constitutionally and physically
capable of carrying out his own duties?
If they did they would be risking their
own lives, quite apart from any other in-
jury that might be sustained as a result of
the other man's ill-health. Would it not be
simple, reasonable, and, in fact, demo-
eratic if the three organisations concerned
sat in conference and evolved a set of
regulations that could be agreed upon
and which would achieve the very object-
ive the board seeks? We cannot, in my
opinion, ride completely roughshod over
two organisations by gazetting regulations
when Parliament is not sitting, and then
say, “This is what you will take.” After
all, this is a type of organisation that must
run in complete harmony in the interests
of the publie.

A great responsibility is placed on the
firemen, and it is & much greater respon-
sibitity that we give to the organisation
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that controls them. Members here Enow
how important it is that the management
and the employees should work in close
co-operation. In the interests of fair play
I ask that the House vote this regulation
out. Let It take another form, or even
the same form, but at least let it be aereed
upon by the parties concerned.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes—12

Hon. D. P. Dellar Hon. H. C. Strickland
Hon. J. Dolan Hon. R, H. C. Siubbs
Hon. J, J, Garrigan Hon. RH. Thompson
Hon. E. M. Heenan Hon. W. F. Willeses
Hon. R. F. Hutchisun Hon, F. J. S, Wise
Hon. F. R, K. Lavery Hon. J. D. Teahan

f Teller )

Noes—15
Hon, C. R. Abbey Hon. J. Murra}
Hon. N. E. Baxter Hon, H. R. Robinzon
Hon. A, P, Grifith Hon, S.T.J. Thompson
Hon. J. Heltman Hon. J. M. Thomson
Hen, J. . Hlslop Hon. B, K. Watsan
Hon. A. R. Jones Hon. P. D. Willmott
Hon. L. A, Logan Hon. R. €. Mattiske
Hon. G, C. MacEKInnon (Teller )
Palr
Aye No

Hon. G. Bennetts Hon. A. L. Loton

Majority against—3.
Question thus negatived.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: SEVENTH
DAY

Motion

Debate resumed, from the 19th August,
on the following motion by The Hon. J, Q.
Hislop:—

That the following Address be pre-
sented to His Excellency the Governor
in reply to the Speech he has been
pleased to deliver:—

May it please Your Excellency:
We, the members of the Legisla-
tive Council of the Parliament of
Western Australia in Parliament
assembled, beg to express our
loyalty to our Most Gracious
Sovereign and to thank Your
Excellency for the Speech you
have been pleased to deliver to
Parliament.

THE HON. S. T. J. THOMPSON
(South) [3.2 p.m.}: I desirve to take this
opportunity on speaking to this motion of
mentioning one or two points, the first one
being housing in the country. Althgugh
the Governor in his Speech stated that a
rather large sum of money had been spent
on housing over the past year, it iz not
nearly sufficient to cover all the needs in
the country districts.

We find we are in an almost imposcible
position as far as decentralisation is con-
cerned, because the decentralisatior Is
governed by the number of houses avail-
able in the country towns. For instance
we have an industry which has built iteelf
up and is now employing 60 men, but some
of them have to travel 35 miles eack day
from Narrogin to go to work.
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I am not complaining that we are not
getting our share of houses, but there are
not sufficlent to go around in the country
areas. The 8tate Electricity Commission
is faced with the necessity of having its
employees travel to and from Bunbury. Of
course this cannot be entirely blamed on
housing, because the lack of educational
facilities in some of our country towns is
also responsible. I ecan quite understand
a man with a family being reluctant to
take his famlly away from Bunbury to a
centre which has perhaps only a junior
high school.

These are some of the disabilities which
have to be faced when we are trying to
encourage industries into the various coun-
try districts. If a firm starts up in the city
it does not have to worry about housing,
because this is already provided. But if a
firm is endeavouring to become established
in a country area it has to be responsible
for the housing of its employees before it
can get started.

There was one group of immigrants who
have been paying £40 a month at an hotel.
They, of course, cannot carry on like that
and will therefore have to find employ-
ment elsewhere. Although a firm may have
unlimited orders it is restricted in its busi-
ness by the accommodation available for
its employees,

I understand that at present the ma-
jority of the employees travelllng from
Narrogin are single, but as soon as an
opportunity avails itself for them to get
employment in the district in which they
live, they will immediately leave the fac-
tory at which they are now employed in
order to be closer to home. Therefore 1
implore the Minister to see if it is possible
for him to make just that little extra avail-
able for housing in the country areas,

The Hon. A. F. Grifith: I am always
sympathetic o housing in the country.

The Hon. 8. T. J. THOMPSON: I realise
that, and I also realise that some of these
industries do build themselves up almost
overnight so that the demand is created
suddenly. I believe that in the majority
of country towns a list of spplicants for
housing is kept and there must be a suf-
ficient number before housing is considered
for a particular town. Those State Elec-
iricity Commission employees travelling
from Bunbury would not put their names
down at the town In which they are em-
ployed but would put them on the Bun-
bury list; and quite rightly so because
Bunbury has the advantage of educational
faecilities,

The Hon. A, F. Griffith: You should get
some idea from the question answered
for Mr. Dellar this afternoon about the
amount of money which has gone into
housing in the north.

The Hon. 8, T. J. THOMPSON: Another
point with which I wish to deal is the
legislation concerning natives. I was op-
posed to it last vear, but I frankly confess
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that it has not had the effect in my par-
ticular area which I thought it would. As
far as I can ascertain in my home town,
there has been no impact caused by the
legislation.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: That seems
to be pretty general.

The Hon. 8. T. J. THOMPSON: It has
made very little difference, except per-
haps to encourage the natives to tidy
themselves up & bit. I have noticed a
certain neatness in their dress. They are
going into the hotels, but are not affect-
ing the general pattern in my area.

I stil hold the view I held last year
that that legislation is not sufficient for
the native population. I subscribe to some
of the views expressed last night on this
subject. The native children are absorbed
into our schools and are accepted whole-
heartedly, particularly in the country dis-
tricts. At almost every sports meeting
a coloured child is the hero of the day
and the idol of his school bhecause he is the
athlete of the occasion. However, once
they reach 15 they are out and there is
just nothing for them to do—boys or girls.

The people in my district have com-
menced an interesting experiment. Various
organisations have subscribed money to
allow two children—a boy and a girl—to
attend school in the city. The hoy is
attending Wesley College and the girl is
attending one of the high schools, We are
poing to continue this experiment until
the boy reaches the Junior age. I do not
know how long it will survive in regard
to the girl However, this scheme fs
rather futile unless some provision is made
for the children to go on past that
standard.

Some education systemm should be
worked out to give them a trade or some-
thing like that. Perhaps the suggestion
by Mr. Bennetts last night would be a
solution. A farming scheme would cer-
tainly provide for some of the native popu-
Jation. The missions at present educate
a child to a certain stage then that child
goes out; but, because of the soctal life,
it must go back to the camp. It is so easy
for these people to revert to their old ways,
and they do so pretty quickly.

I want now to deal with road safety.
We hear a good deal about this question
and about accidents on the road. It is
interesting to know that the papers make
a point of publishing the number of
accidents that occur in the city and the
number in {he country. Whilst this, per-
haps, is quite important, another factor
that could be disclosed is: In how many
of the country accidents are clty people
involved? I would also be interested to
know how many of these accidents, fatal
ones in particular, have bszen caused as
a result of alcohol. We get very littie
information on that point in the Press.
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Most accidents, particularly those on
country roads, are caused through speed-
ing vehicles overturning or hitting some
object, and those things are due to lack
of judgment and concentration,

The Hon. L. A. Logan: Some of the
drivers go to sleep.

The Hon. S. T. J. THOMPSON: What
can coniribute more readily to going to
sleep except, perhaps, a little extra
alcohol? I am not saying aleohol is the
cause, but it is important for us to tackle
the issue. At present, according to the
publicity, the argument seems to hinge on
country accidents wversus city accidents;
and also on the effect on the licensing
system.

The Hon, L. A. Logan: In New Souih
Wales last week there were 25 accidents
in the country and flve in the city, and
gc:llé:e control applies right through the

ate.

The Hon. 8. T. J. THOMPSON: I was
coming to that point; the Minister has
got in ahead of me. It is quite obvious
that New Scuth Wales has not gained by
having police control throughout the
State, Admittedly we have had more
accidents in the couniry this year—I think
66 per cent. of the total; but 77 per
cent. of the mileage is done in the country,
so perhaps it is just that there should
be a few more accidents on country roads.

I am not attempting to decry the efforts
of those who are trying to reduce the
accident rate, but I think more time and
energy could be spent on ascertaining the
cause rather than on hammering the mat-
ter of speed and the gquestion of country
versus city.

Whilst on the angle of speed, there is
one lot of restrictions in respect of which
there should be some adjustment—the
speed limits applying to trucks. There are
certain speeds for trucks of certain weights.
Farm trucks predominate in the counfry
areas, and it is pretty well impossible to
drive a farm truck at 35 miles per hour;
and I suggest it is not a reasenable speed
limit for, say. a T-ton truck. 1 consider
there should be some adjustment in the
lighter bracket of farm trucks.

Most members who have had anything
to do with farming will realise how im-
possible it is to drive a truck downhill at
35 miles an hour and then get over the
next hill.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: You do not get
into top gear at 35 miles an hour.

The Hon. S. T. J. THOMESON: Well,
very rarely. There have bheen quite a
number of letters to the vaper recently
regarding noxious weeds. People are con-
cerned about the advent of Bathurst burr
in Western Australia. I regret to say we
have plenty of that weed here now, as the
members of the committee found te their
dismay some two years apo. There is a

[(COUNCIL.]

terrific area of this weed already in the
State. I subscribe to the .idea, however,
that it would be much better to have the
stock inspector on the South Australian
side of the border. At that stage the stock
is still strong and can stand up to inspec-
tion, and it would still be possible to reject
infested stock. But when the stock has
been on the train for two or three days
before arriving at Kalgoorlie, members
can realise their condition. They need to
be put out to pasture pretty rapidly. But
I hasten to commend the department for
the way it is handling the situation with
the resources at its disposal.

At the present time the sheep are in-
spected at Kalgoorlie. No sheep with wool
exceeding three-quarters of an inch in
length are allowed to leave Kalpoorlie—
unless they go to Fremantle for immediate
shearing. The authorities are very striet
on this point, and I feel this is the best
we can do unless we can find the necessary
finance and arrive at agreement with
South Australia to allow us to put an
;ns%ect.lon post at the other side of the

order.

The Hon. D. P. Dellar: It would be better
to stop them on the other side.

The Hon. S. T. J. THOMPSON: Admit-
tedly. I agree that at the present time we
have not the resources.

The Hon. A. R. Jones; We should not
have these burr-infested sheep on the
line.

The Hon. S, T. J. THOMPSON: That is
all right; and that is why I say we should
have the inspection point in South Austra-
lia. The honourable member knows how
impossible it would be, once stock arrive
at Kalgoorlie, to reject them and send
them back.

The Hon. J. Dolan: They come with a
clean certificate. '

The Hon. S. T. J. THOMPSON: That is
correct. At the moment we are doing the
only thing possible by inspecting and
shearing.

The Hon. A, R. Jones: We could ban
the bringing in of stock altogether.

The Hon. S. T. J. THOMPSON: T cannot
agree with that suggestion. At present
we realise how important the woo! industry
is to the State. We develop 1,000,000 acres
of country a year in Western Australia
apart from improving the pastures of the
older properties; and most of the older
properties, as Mr. Jones knows, are Carry-
ing more sheep each year.

Wool production is important te the
State. There was an old adage tha: we
ride on the sheep’s back. It was referred
to as the pig's back last night. The c:uly
difference between today and the old days
is that more people are clamouring for
a ride today: but we are still riding on
the sheep's back. It is important that we
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acquire these sheep from the Eastern
States, because we cannot breed them
rapidly enough here to ¢comply with re-
quirements. I would be very reluctant to
see anything done that would force us to
close down on increasing our sheep
numbers.

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Do you know the
numbers coming in this year?

The Hon. S. T. J. THOMPSON: No; I
have not got the exact flgures, but there
are 7,000 or 8,000 coming into one distriet.

The Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: I was told by
an agent in Kalgoorlie that there were
250,000.

The Hon. S. T. J. TROMPSON: That
could be correct. In the Eastern States it
4is possible to buy a line of over 1,000 ewes
with one earmark, but it is not possible
to do that in Western Australia. By buy-
ing such a line, a man can acquire the
one type of sheep and can have a straight
type immediately; and it is important to
the average buyer to pay attention to the
type of sheep. I feel that is sufficient on
the subject of sheep.

I come now to the question of noxious
weeds, Whilst a terrific number of re-
strictions apply to prevent noxious weeds
coming into the State, I do not think we
should forget that we have a lot of them
here already. If we drive down Albany
Highway we can see Cape fulip, It is
glorious at the moment, and it gets better
every year! But it does a terrific amount
of damage. Apari from Cape tulip, we
have that common old weed, dock, which
is just taking over thousands of acres of
our agricultural land. Many farmers are
reluctant to sow & crop because they
cannot handle it.

" The Department of Agriculture has tried
all sorts of sprays. I inspected an area
which had been sprayed this season, but
this noxious weed is growing all over it.
“The spray has not affected it in any way
whatsoever. It is very important that a
great deal of our energy and resources
should be spent on an endeavour to keep
down the weeds we already have in this
State whilst, at the same time, keeping
out any new ones. With those few re-
marks, I support the Address-in-Reply.

THE HON. F. R. H. LAVERY (West)
[3.21 p.m.1: In supporting the Address-in-
Reply to be presented to His Excellency
the Governor, as contained in the motion
By Dr. Hislop, I wish to speak on a few
matters which I believe are of great im-
portance. I might mention that I also
wish {o speak on some ofher matters
which are not so important.

On reading the Governor's Speech I was
struck very foreibly by three points. One
was the omission of any remarks on the
enormous loss of life on our roads and as
to what can be done with increased traffic
control to prevent the heavy toll. Another
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point was that there was no mention made
of the unemployment situation or of any
efforts to be taken to relieve it. The third
point was that whilst reference was made
to further improvement of our main roads
and to the planning of the Mitchell Free-
way, hothing was said of the type of
engineering that was to be employed in
the construction of the Mitchell Freeway,

I now propose to speak on those three
matters, and to mention particularly the
loss of life on our roads. Whilst listening
with interest to the previous speaker (The
Hon. 8. T. J. Thompson) I agreed with
him that the percentage of accidents
oceurring on countiry roads would be much
greater than that occurring in the metro-
politan area. This is probably due to the
great distances travelied by motorists over
country roads, and also to the fact that
there are long stretches of our country
roads which are substanderd. I must
admit, however, that wherever the Main
Roads Department has built roads it has
left behind a monument to its work, which
is unequalled anywhere in Australla. The
high engineering quality of the work per-
formed on roads throughout Western
Australia by the Main Roads Department
leaves nothing to he desired.

Nevertheless, despite the fact that we
have budgeted for £11,000,000 to be spent
on main roads this year, there are many
thousands of miles of roads travelled over
by the representatives of retail and
merchandising establishments in this State,
by farmers, and, of course, by the average
motorist who leaves the metropolitan area
to spend his holidays in country districts,
which still need a great deal of attention
and maintenance. 8¢ it seems to me that
thought can still be given by those in
charge of traffic, and by the representatives
of the National Safety Council and its
attendant bodies that are interested in
the saving of life, because there are many
roads which are still not fit to cairry the
type of modern traffic that is now using
them. One has only to consider the vol-
ume of traffic which is travelling from the
metropolis to Meekatharra and heyond;
and, what is more, this traffic is increasing
every year. There is also heavy traffic
coming from Kalgoorlie to Perth, includ-
ing those huge pickaback trucks which
come from the Eastern States, and the
other large vehicles which are used to
handle the sheep that are imported from
the Easiern States—the sheep to which
Mr. Wise and Mr. Syd Thompson have re-
ferred.

These tremendous seven to eight ton
trucks are now equipped with excellent
braking systems, and the engineering that
is put into these vehicles is of a very high
standard compared to the standard a few
years ago. However, no matter how high
the standard of those vehicles may be, and
no matter how efficient the drivers hand-
ling them, it is still a basic fact that large
mileages of our roads are not capable of
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carrying those vehicles when they are trav-
elling at speed. I might add that I am one
of those who consider that there is nothing
wrong in travelling 60 to 65 miles an hour
on a country road. At the same time, one
can leave a main road for even a short
distance of one mile and find that a speed
of 35 miles per hour is dangerous,

The Hon. A. L. Loton: Is not the onus
on the driver?

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: I thought
I said just now that despite the competence
of the drivers, and the engineering quality
of these huge vehicles, the roads along
which they travel are not of sufficlent
quality to allow the driver to travel at 75
miles an hour; and, as I have also pointed
out, on some roads a speed of 35 miles per
hour could be dangerous. For example,
ane could travel at 65 miles per hour along
the Kwinanas Freeway, and if one were in
complete control of the vehicle it would
be quite safe. However, immediately one
leaves the Preeway, and one commences
travelling at a speed of 35 miles per hour,
or even as low as 20 miles an hour, this
speed could still prove to be dangerous over
certain ropd surfaces,

I think the first step to be taken to-
wards the lessening of road tragedies is
to improve the roads over which vehicles
have to travel. I know that no legisla-
tion could avoid the unfortunate ocecur-
rence that occurred a few weeks ago on
the Freeway. There were many factors
that Jed up to that accident. What oc-
curred was that a truck broke down
on the Freeway and the driver pulled it
off the Freeway as far as he was able,
but left about nine inches of the vehicle
stil) on the road. A young lady was rid-
ing a motor scooter along the Freeway
with her head down to pretect herself
against the driving rain and apparently
did not see the truck and drove into the
back of it, killing herself instantly. No
legisllls.téion could prevent an accident such
as that.

There is no doubt that the greatest per-
centage of fatal accidents occur amongst
drivers in the lower age group. Very often,
the first thing a number of these young
men do when they obtain a car is to re-
move the silencer from the exhaust so that
the vehicle will make a lot of noise, and it
is often found that these vehicles are not
roadworthy, especially whilst travelling at
high spee@. Whether the National Safety
Council or any other body ¢an do anything
te prevent the accidents that occur as a
result of the way these vehicles are driven,
I do not know. I think you will agree, Mr.
President, that the attempts of the autho-
rities throughout Australia to reduce the
accident rate is of no avail agalnst the
individual who shows a lack of concentra-
tion and ability to drive a vehicle along
the road.

(COUNCIL.]

I now come to the question of raflway
crossings. I asked some questions af the
Minister in this House yesterday regarding
the tragedy that occwrred at the Wellard
Road railway crossing at East Rocking-
ham. When the Bill which provided for
the building of this railway line between
Kwinana, Mundijong, and Jarrahdale, was
dealt with in this House I said that in
the laying of the line the abolition of rail-
way crossings would be a first reguisite
for the safety of the motoring public, and
also that it would be a requirement of
the Rallway Department, because some of
these accldents cost the department a lot
of money,

As no provision for the control of rail-
way c¢rossings was made when the line
was built from the refinery to Jarrahdale,
someone along the line must have been a
little lax in his thinking. The Minister
for Railways (Mr. Court) made Mr. Wil-
liams available to me for discussion on the
route of this line, which almost goee
through the area where the accident hap-
pened. It goes through a farmer’s prop-
erty. Mr. Willams told me that there
was no doubt the Rallways Department
was keen to avold accidents occurring at
railway crossings and that ample protec-
tion would be given.

When I asked the Minister a fguestion
regarding the railway crossing through a
cutting where the line enters the prop-
erty of the reflnery, he assured me thaf
all precautions would be taken. They
were taken., The road was closed, and
the Minister was right; but in its place
lights were installed at the Thomas Rosad
Crossing.

I wish to refer to some of the comments
I made during the debate on the Supply
Bill. I sald:—

I am concerned with the death rate
in our State and particularly in areas
where I think a few pounds spend
would save some lives, whether they
be young or old.

I mentioned one case which occurred in
my electorate, and another outside my
electorate. The one in my electorate
concerned the crossing at Wellard Road.
I am aware the Main Roads Department
is keen to obtain a certain traffie count
before instaliing crossing lights. From my
experience in the last six or seven weeks
I know how essential that is. I said
further in that dehate—

The money required would be infin-
itesimal compared to the amount of
comfort the provision of a press bui-
ton pedestrian crosswalk would bring
to the orderlies taking patients across
the road and to the motorists who
splash these people with water when
they are trying to get past.
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I was veferring to the orderlies and pa-
tients who have to cross the road from
the Sir Charles Galrdner Hospital to the
radiotogical clinic, I said further—

I now wish to refer to the expendi-
ture of money which has to do with
the answer to a question I asked of
the Minister for Mines when it was
proposed to close the railway cross-
ing adjoining the Alcoa properiy on
the old Rockingham Road. I asked
the Minister if crossing lighis would
be put in at this erossing and he gave
me an assurance. I know what his
assurance meant—it meant that he
wc}uld see that the crossing was made
safe.

I have to admit that at Thomas
Road, where this road now crosses
the railway line, there are flashing
lihts; but on the southern end of
Calista, which is the southern suburb
of Medina, Wellard Road is a main
road that brings heavy f{raffic in
from the Mundijong-Serpentine area
towards Fremantle In connection
with the carting of milk. There are
no lights at all on that crossing.
There has already been one serious
accldent there, and I have been asked
by & man high up in the Kwinana re-
finery if I could do something about
it.

The Minister replied soon after I had
spoken in that debate, and suggested
that I could refer to the depariment con-
cerned the problems I had raised about
the crosswalks and the dificulties in res-
pect of traffic signs in the area at Rock-
ingham. He said that if I wanted any
assistance he would be glad to help me.
We know that within two or three days of
that request in this House, and the an-
swer given by the Minister, a tragedy oc-
curred in this area.

I arrived at Parliament House at about
12 noon last Monday and received the fol-
lowing telephone message:—

Mr. Ratcliffe of East Rockingham
left a message to the effect: There
has been a serious accident at the
Wellard Road railway crossing this
morning, car driven by a woman with
several children. One child decapi-
tated and the others seriously injur-
ed. The Kwinana Shire Council
have been refused flashing lights at
this croessing.

That message came through at 11.20
a.m. on the 17th August.

I then rang the Shire of Kwinana and
received the astounding information that
on the 17th of January last—prior to that
it had made another application—the
shire had made application for lights to
be installed at this crossing. It tcok all
that time from the 17th January to the
17th July before a letter was recelved not-
ifying the BShire of Kwinana that the
flashing lights committee had Investigated
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18 crossings on the 30 odd miles of rail-
way line. The committee considered that
flashing liehts were required at Thomas
Road, and they were installed. The com-
mittee considered that no action should be
taken in regard to the other crossings, with
the exception of the Wellard Road cross-
ing, and suggested that at this crossing a
“Stop’ sign be erected if and when neces-
sary,

I ask members to consider that recom-
mendation—if and when necessary to erect
a “Stop” sign at the railway crossing.
When is it necessary—the day on which
the line becomes operative? That line has
been in operation for some considerable
time. We have been told only six trains
use that crossing each day. That might
be so, but I can produce evidence to show
that on the night of Wednesday last a
diesel train crossed this railway crossing
at 735 pm. and that the driver of a
vehicle was within 15 feet of it. This was
2 man who knew that an accident had
occurred recently at that crossing. It was
only when he could see the lights of the
engine—as this is a parkland area and the
trees have been left—that he pulled up,
and he came to a stop within 15 feet of
the line. He did not hear the train whistle,
and he said that was possible because the
windows of his car were up.

The wife of this person, who lives only
150 yards from the crossing, said that
within the next half hour or so that train
went forwards and backwards six times
over the crossing. That number of move-
ments applied to one train which travelled
at night-time; and there was nething to
indicate there was a crossing.

This was the place where the unfortun-
ate accident I have referred to took place.
At the time the woman driving the car
was travelllng east into the rising sun in
an area which is almost a parkland. Had
there heen flashing lights it is possible this
accident would still have occurred: but 1
say it 1s most improbable.

Unfortunately, this lady had to take her
children to two schools, for reasons which
have nothing to do with the matter before
the Chamber at present. When the com-
mittee dealing with flashing lights can
say after seven months that there is no
need for any action to be taken on the
rest of the 14 crossings on that line and
that on one of them a ''Stop” slgn should
be placed if and when necessary, I am
going to make the assertion that the men
on this committee are not very human in
this regard. They are not very co-operative
with the National Safety Council; they are
not co-operative with the Traffic Depart-
ment; and they are not co-operative with
the shire councils concerned; and I am
not going to be gquiet in my demands
regarding this matger,

I know that the editor of The West
Australian crossed swords with me a couple
of years ago when I was on a traffic charge
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for apeeding, but I am in favour of what
he had to say in this morning’'s The West
Austraiian. I will read it, because 1 want
it recorded. It is headed “Saving Lives at
Crossings” and reads as follows:—

There are disturbing features about
the Wellard-road level crossing near
Medina where two children died
tragically on Monday,

The bauxite railway is new and it
should not have been built with level
crossings in the first place.

How true that is. Continuing—

These death-traps should not be al-
lowed in new projects. But the bauxite
line has 15.

On top of that, the shire council
applied for flashing lights at the
‘Wellard-road crossing, but the appli-
cation was rejected on the ground that
lights were not justified. Yet this is
the second serious accident at the
¢rossing this year.

However conscientiously they are
applied, the yardsticks used by the
Government’s flashing-lights commit-
tee are clearly not good enough.

On looking around the Chamber I can
see that members agree with that because

of the expression on their faces. Con-
tinuing--
The committee, which includes

representatives of the Main Roads
and Railway Departments and Iccal
authorities, examines such factors as
accident patterns, traffic volume and
visibility. But it has no way of know-
ing to what extent motorists may be
careful at obviously dangerous cross-
ings and careless at those which
carry little traffic.

The major weaknesses in the present
policy are that the committee acts
only on applications from other bodies
and in doing so it has to make arbi-
trary decisions. There should be no
need for this. It should be a rule
that all level crossings be eguipped
with flashing lights, and that this
type of crossing be barred in all new
construction.

When it is considered that the
metropolitan area alone has 171 level
crossings, of which only 46 have
lights, the cost of putiing lights at all
erossings would be high. Each set
costs at least £1,200. But the Govern-
ment cannot be prevented by cost
from providing an elementary warn-
ing system to help save lives.

I agree with every word contained in that
article.

I am not going to suggest that the in-
stallation of lights at crossings {5 the
better of the two systems available. I
believe the installation of a boom 1s a
long way shead of crossing lights.

(COUNCIL.]

The Hon. R. F. Hutchison: There should
be underrcads and overroads and nothing
else.

The Hon, F. R. H, LAVERY: The ¢ross-
ing at BStokely—the old Maddington
crossing—was the scene of accldents
weekly, if not daily, and several lives were
lost. That is a busy highway, and as a
result of the installation of a boom, there
have been no accidents of any consequence
since. The other night I asked to bhe told
the cost of this boom and I was informed
it was £7,800, and that a set of flaghing
lights would cost £1,200.

The Hon. R. F. Rutchison; Would you
not agree that subways and overways ate
the answer in cutting out all accidents?

The Hon. F. R, H. LAVERY: As Mrs.
Hutchison has said, where it is not possible
to go under or over, I believe these booms
are the answer. However, nothing is
impossible in these days of bulldozers and
conecrete. The boom type of ecrossing,
similar to that at Lord Street, is most
successful, hecause meotorists will not
attempt to drive through it. However,
motorists will take a risk and go through
8 yellow light in order to get across and
beat the red light. I am going to make
one further plea in regard to the answer
I received from the Minister; and I am
not stupid enough to say that it was his
answer.

Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.4 p.m.

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: Prior to
the tea suspension I was referring to the
reply that I had received, that the posi-
tion would be reviewed at the next meeting
of the flashing lights committee which
is to be held in October, That is not good
enough. It should be reviewed immediately.

1 propose now to relate an incident con-
cerning Hope Valley Road near the Naval
Base Hotel. At 3 o’clock in the afternoon
of Christmas Eve, I received a report from
people in the area that a dangerous situa-
tion had arisen on a new road that had
been built at the hack of the hotel. That
road is now the main road. There was a
big heap of sand there. I telephoned the
Main Roads Department at 3.30 p.m. and
said, I know I cannot expect you to do
anything now, but could you do something
promptly and have a '"Stop' sign placed
on either side of the Naval Base Road
where it crosses Hope Valley Road?” The
department officer was very obliging in his
reply, and when I eame back on the Wed-
nesday morning after Christmas the “Stop”
signs had been placed there.

This is what I require for the people
who live in the Shire of Kwinana. We
must do what we can in the interests of
safety, and anything could happen between
now and October when the committee sits.

The commitiee used to meet once a
year, but I now understand that it meets
half yearly, If there had been lighis at
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the crossing I mentioned, the accident
might not have happened. In this even-
ing’s Daily News there is a statement by
Mr. Wayne, the Commissioner of Railways,
that all drivers should stop at crossings
even though there are no “Stop” signs. He
says it is incumhbent on drivers to stop at
all crossings if they are in doubt. I agree
with that statement; but the crossing io
which I have referred is in an area of
parkland, and motorists are within a few
yards of it before they see it. It is there-
fore most important and necessary that
some action be taken immediately.

As a representative of the people in my
electorate I think it is audacious of the
commiftee to say it will consider this
matter next October. It is not good
enough. I leave the matter at that.

I now wish to turn to the matter of
electricity supplies, and to the contributory
scheme. I am referring in particular to
Hope Valley Road. In 1961 the Minister
for Electricity made available a sum of
money to extend the power line two
and a quarter miles along Hope Valley
Road. Nineteen people were prepared to
contribute £21 per year for 30 years so
that they could be supplied with electric
power. Under the system there is an
allowance of £600 for each dairy. One
dairyman who was asked to sign a caveat
said he would not do so hecause his pro-
perty was free and clear; and although
the other pecple have complied with S.E.C.
requirements they have not been able to
obtain electric power.

I have here some photographs which
might interest members. They are photo-
graphs of sighs advertising the sale of
blocks of land. I am referring here to land
which has been subdivided and sold at the
end of the projected line that I spoke
about previously, Mr., Ron Thompson and
I played no small part in convincing the
authority to supply electric power.

A number of people have bought land
in this area and they now find themselves
without electricity or water. The wording
on one photograph says, "No deposit, £15
per month, l0-acre farms, abundant water
and electricity; Maxwells Estate Agency,
Rockingham.” In small letters on the
bottom of the photograph are the words,
“Seotts Land and Investment Company.”
An agent by the name of Mr. Barton sold
a number of these blocks. His advertise-
ment read, “Ten-acre subdivisions, no
deposit, Bartons Ltd.” There is nothing
wrong with the latter advertisement, but
with regard to the former one, people
were 30ld land fraudulently. Shortly before
the House met I spoke to Mr. Dukes, who
told me that no approach had been made
to him to have power laid on in this area.

Estate agents have the right to buy up
land and subdivide it. They sell the blocks
for high prices. Some blocks in the area
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I have mentioned were sold for £1,500 for
10 acres. If the agents concerned had
approached the department, it would have
helped all those people who were prepared
to contribute to the scheme. Somewhere
along the line justice has not been done
to those people. One family sold & home
snd bought a caravan, which they put on
their block, and then carted on to the site
bricks with which to build a home. That
family has now had to leave the site.
Surely the S.E.C, has some claim on these
agents to make them pay to have elec-
tricity provided in the area!

The Hon. A. R. Jones: They would get
plenty of water there, .

The Hon. P. R. H. LAVERY: Yes; so
long as they hored for it—anything up
to 50 or 80 ft. I have received a complaint
from the East Rockingham School. The
Mandurah Road runs past this. school,
and recently an accident occurred almost
opposite the school. There is no fencing
at this school, and I think the matter
should be drawn to the attention of the
Minister for Education.

I now wish to speak about the shires
around the metropolitan area. 1 am not
referring to those shires outside my dis-
trict. There is a lack of co-ordination and
co-gperation hetween Government depart-
ments and local authoritiess. In some
cases there is a lack of courtesy, The
Canning and Gosnells shire councils set
aside one day each year when they invite
the people who are in charge of various
Government departments—Ilocal members
of Parliament, and distriet councillors—
to tour their districts to see what is geing
on. They provide quite a nice lunch, which
we all enjoy,

Their complaint is that both shires have
been cui in half as the result of the new
railway line that is being buiit. The Main
Roads Department has a very important
part to play in these areas. When these
shires invite varjous officials from QGov-
ernment departments such as the Water
Supply Depariment, the State Housing
Commission, and so on, the senior officials
usually attend. PFor instance, Mr. Samuels
does not send a subordinate officer but
usually attends himself, The Railways
Department does not extend to the shires
the courtesy of replying to their invita-
tions. The Railways Department is run-
ning 2 line through those districts and it
is not eo-operating with the shire councils.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Why should
they bear the hrunt of what the Minister
is doing?

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: That is a
point. Consultations between the Cock-
burn and Kwinana shire councils and the
individual department - have been quite
happy.

I should now like to deal with the ad-
ministrative aspect and 1 refer first of all
to the Cockburn Shire. In nine years it has
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received nine different maps of the limited
access road from Kwinana towards the
City of Premantle, and each one has been
altered so much that it is difficult to know
just what the position 1s. In some cases
resumptions have taken place and the land
is not now required.

The stage has now been reached where
the Cockburn Shire has had to call not
only the members of its own district but
also members of Parliament from other
districts to a meeting; and the result is
that the Main Roads Department, the
Town Planning Department, and the offi-
cers from other departments who attended
a later meeting have got together, and
from their deliberations has sprung a type
gli; liatsoré that should have been there from

e start.

Going further south—and I complained
about this matter last year—I should
like to discuss the Shire of Kwinana.
Things are happening in that district
about which the shire clerk and the presi-
dent know nothing—the shire has never
been notified. I shall now quote an in-
stance to show members the lack of co-
operation that exists between departments.
We all know tha{ that area has been plan-
ned and that the town planning is of the
highest order. Medina is two miles from
the coast, and it was established there to
allow for a half-mile greenbelt so that
this would be a filter for the industriai
gases, sands, and so on from the indus-
trial establishments located in that vicinity.

However, the shire president called at
the only garage in Medina the other day
and while he was there he saw a truck-
load of logs. He went past it and he sald
to himself, “There is something wrong
about this. I will go back and see what
is going on.” So he said to the truck
driver, “Have you had a breakdown, or are
vou just filling up? Did you get the logs
around Serpentine?” The driver replied,
“No, just over the hill.” With that Mr.
Lydon went to have a look, and within a
few hundred yards of the Medina townsite
he found several big trees had been cut
down. He immediately got {n touch with
Mr. Harris, the Conservator of Forests,
who was most co-operative. However, Mr.
Harris was amazed that there was a green-
belé there and to know that his department
had no right to allow timber fallers to cut
millable timber in that area.

If a private citizen had done anything
iike that he could have been prosecuted;
but when Mr, Harris was informed of it
he immediately stopped the cuiting and
sent & man down to peg out the area
where these chaps are not permitted to
cut timbher, The point i1s that Mr. Har-
ris said himself he did not know there
was a greenbelt there.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: It is all on the
plan, and has been for a long time.

(COUNCIL.]

The Hon F, R. H. LAVERY: It is now
12 years since the Bill was first passed by
Parliament, and surely there must be some
sort of liaison between departments! Some
departments must know what is going on.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: They all have
copies of the plan in their offices.

The Hon, F. R. H. LAVERY: I want to
pay a tribute to the Minister for Loeal
Government. Whenever matters have
been brought before him he has always
tried to help. After having criticised, I
should now like to put forward a sugges-
tion. There is a thought that an officer
could be detailed to work as a liaison
officer between various departments. Last
year we heard a lot of talk about the ap-
pointment of an omhudsman, and perhaps
this type of officer could act in a similar
way with the various departments.

If such an officer were appointed the
Kwinana shire clerk, for example, could
ring up and say that he was not getting
co-operation, or he was having trouble
with the Main Roads Department and the
Water Supply Department. He could
then ask this liaison officer whether he
could bring the two together. There have
been cases where the Main Roads Depart-
ment officers have said that they cannot
do something because the Water Supply
Department has not deflned its line; and
the Water Supply Department officers
have said that they cannot do anything
because the Main Roads Department has
not defined the non-access way. The ap-
pointment of an officer such as I sugpest
wnl%ild probably overcome @ lof of the diffi-
culties.

The shires themselves are quite happy
to work in close co-operation with the
various Government departments, and in-
dividual depariments are working in close
co-operation with the shires; but the
trouble is that the different departments
that are responsible for planning In var-
ious areas are not working together. I am
led to believe that a senior officer in the
Town Planning Department said on Wed-
nesday night that he did not know there
was such an organisation as the flashing
lights committee. Surely that is fantas-
tic!

Members will recall that when the alu-
mina reflnery Bill was hefore the House a
Senior member of the Western Mining
Corporation was sitting as a guest in the
President’s gallery, After the House had
risen I mentioned to him that I hoped we
would not have the same trouble with the
alumina reflnery as we had had in the
past with the cement works at Rivervale,
and certain other Industrial establish-
ments. I said that I hoped consideration
would be given to the fact that in this in-
stanece the prevailing winds blow from the
west and the south-west and any dust
nuisance would be blown over the market
gardens and houses in that area.
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The gentleman concerned said to me,
“You have my assurance Mr. Lavery that
we are not refining this material to let it
blow away with the wind.” But T under-
stand, contrary to his statement, that is
just what is happening. When the first
ship was loaded it was a flasco. The whole
area for a half a mile around was & cloud
of dust, and it blew over the market gar-
dens and houses in the vicinity. I re-
ceived a letter in regard to it from the
Cockhurn Shire, and I understand the
company lost 20 tons of semi-treated alu-
ming, I know the company does not treat
this matertial to let it blow away with the
wind, but surely it, or any other company
which is working in close proximity to
food producing areas, should find some
way of controlling the dust nulsance.

The Hon, L, A, Logan: Wasn't their sec-
ond shipment better than the first?

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: It was
hetter.

The Hon, R. Thompson: But the third
one was the worst of the lot.

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: In the
transhipment from the bins to the ship, 20
tons of material blew away. So I make a
complaint on behalf of the Shire of Cock-
burn. The trouble is that the company
‘was loading this material through a 14
inch shute and it was being shot 45 to 50
feet down to the bottom of the ship, with
no covering at all.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Can you get in
there? I have not heen able to get into
the place,

The Hon. F. R, H. LAVERY: 1 got close
enough to see that. I was called down
by the shire to have a look at it.

I now want to discuss two other matters,
one of which particularly concerns me,
Last year legislation was passed through
this House covering the construction of
the Mitchell Freeway. Our leaders, both
in this House and in another Chamber,
asked the Government to form an all-
party committee to investigate the matter,
because the Minister himself said@ that he
had not heard of the plan until six weeks
prior {0 the introduction of the motion.
We have to believe what the Minister says
—or at least I always do, because I have
always been led to believe that what a
Minister says is true. The Minister sald
that he knew about it only six weeks
beiore the motion was introduced, but the
plans had been on the boards for four or
five years.

The party to which I belong asked for
an ali-party committee to be formed to
investigate the matter and if it found, early
in the year, before this session started,
that that was the only proposal that could
be proceeded with, authority should be
given for the work to proceed, so that
there would be no need to walt until
Parliament met, However, that offer was
not accepted by the Government, and I
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am sorty for the Government because it
will have to take the consequences of its
action on that occasion.

I attended a public meeting held in the
Builders’ Exchange, Havelock Street, at
which nearly 400 people were present, I
am falrly good at picking out my political
friends and I would say that at that
meeting there would not have been more
than 10 people who support the political
party to which I belong, They were all
highly incensed at the action of the Gov-
ernment, and they were big husiness people
in this State. They were incensed at the
Government’s desecration of the Swan
River. I have three letters with me which
deal with this matter but because of the
time factor I do not intend to read them.
However, the resolution passed that night
reads as follows:—

That the meeting, having noted the
dictatorial methods by which publie
debate was prevented end by which
Parliament allowed itself to be div-
erted from its duty, demands as of
right, that all work of dredging and
filling be stopped until the matter has
been fully investigated, both by publis
and parlinmentary debate and the
matter redecided in Parliament by a
free vote.

The resolution was passed unanimously,
and I was amazed at the number of people
and the type of people who rose to their
feet and opposed the Government’s actions.
They were people who supply quite a lot
of money to the Liberal Party funds at
election time and they were very incensed.

I am also informed that at another
public meeting in Anzac House—unfortun-
ately I was not able {0 be present—a most
stringent resolution was passed complain-
ing about what the Government had done
and tellilng it that it would pay for its
sins at the next election. I am not con-
cerned about that, but I am concerned
about view of the river from the City of
Perth.

We cannot stop the filling in of the
section of the river upon which werk is
now proceeding, but surely to goodness
somebody will do something about the
great bank of sand, metal, or other
material, that is to be built from Mill
Street, or thereabouts, to Willlam Street.
At one point it is to be 23 to 32 ft. high
and it will completely block out a view of
the river for Perth citizens; and it will
completely block out the view of the city
for those who llve on the other side of the
river.

The Hon. R. Thompson:
mantle all over again,

The Hon. F, R. H. LAVERY:. The hon-
purable member beat me to the gun. Any
members who have seen the atrocious sef-
up at North Fremantle will understand
what I am talking about. It is a shocking
piece of englneering. There the engineers
have erected a bank 22 ft. high, and if

North Fre-
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members can visualise another 10 ft. on
top of that they will realise what this bank
to be bullt adjacent to the City of Perth
will look like.

A few months ago a town planner from
England was visiting Perth, and I must
have spoken nicely to him because he has
sent me a book as a present—a book which
he has written. This book costs £6 5s.
Australian, so members can realise what
sort of a publication it is. In that book
this town planner shows how beautiful
overways can be made with the construec-
tion of arches, etc., similar to the bridge
over *he narrows. I do not think anybody
will deny that that bridge is a thing of
beauty whichever way one looks at it; and
surely that sort of architecture can be con-
tinued instead of erecting big banks of
sand.

We are told how pretty it will look when
it has some flowers growing on it, We are
also told in a very vague way that this
system will c¢ost in the vicinity of
£8,000,000. I do not agree with that at
all. We know of a building in Sydney
.that was originally going to cost £4,000,0600
but which is now going to cost in the
vicinity of £19,000,000.

I know a world-famous engineer who
lives in retirement in South Perth, and I
have no hesitation in saying that the work
that is being undertaken at present in that
areg, will cost not less than £35,000,000
to '£40,000,000. It will cost at least that
amount before the ring road is completed.
If that is so, why should not we spend
another £1,000,000 to ensure aesthetic
beauty in the area. I am sure that Dr.
Hislop would be the first to agree that
there is no comparison between having a
sand bank in that area and having con-
crete and steel used for the purpose.

The Hon. J. G. Hislop: What does the
Government think? Will it carry the
foundations?

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: I live in
Applecross and I pass this road twice a
day, and all I can say is that already only
a few thousand loads of metsal and lime-
stone have been poured into the river road
ares at that section. The mud itself is
lifted out of the river. Is it proposed to
build & sand foundation on top of that? A
foundation was built on the same type of
mud over the Freeway, and that is a
beautiful device.

I do not think the public of Western
Australia realises that it has a Govern-
ment in office which refutes all the rights
of the general public. I have never known
any Government in this State to be so
ruthless in its treatment of public opinion.
I am not referring to any particular mem-
ber of the Government, because when we
were on the Government benches, we were
responsible for our own policy. But I
have never been so embittered against a
Government as I am against this one:
neither durlng my term in Parliament nor
out nf it. ‘

. [COUNCIL.]

The Hon, J. G. Hislop: Who fllled in
the first 70 acres?

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: I am not
saying that I agree with that either, I
certainly do not agree with it,

The Hon. L. A, Logan: What else are
you going to do?

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: First of
all there was no necessity at all to have
built the bridge where it stands. One has
only to go to Sydney to see that a cut has
been made through granite hills to build
the Cahill Expressway to run over the city
and over the hills. We should have built
our road under King's Park, coming out
where the Government offices are now.

The Hon. A, L. Loton: Did you wani
to go into Kings Park?

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: No; it
should have been built under Kings Park,

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: Did you tell
the Minister of the day this?

The Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: I do not
generally talk about things that happen
at Caucus meetings, but I will tell the
Minister that I did.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Apparently he
did not take any notice of you.

The Hon. F. R, H. LAVERY: It is bad
enough fllling in the river; and I am not
objecting particularly to that, though I
am permitted to express an opinion, ‘There
is, however, no necessity to continue to
desecrate this area by building an enor-
mous sand bank, We were {old so many
lies when the sand was being shifted from
the top of the hill and put in at the
bottom of Mill Street. We were told it was
put there to permit it to sink down to the
road level over the next two years; to
solidify the mud underneath. Over 2,000
holes were sunk by Bell Bros., and sand
was poured into these holes to mix with
the mud.

Surely at this point of time this fair
city of owrs is not to he desecrated in this
fashion! With all due respect to the en-
gineers I can only hope that even now
they will agree not fo build this enormous
bank that is in the course of construction.

I spoke to the Minister for Agriculture
the other day on another matter which
referred to a motion that was before this
House. At the time the Minister said he
thought an amicable decision would be
reached, but that Nelson’s market could
not be extended, because the Government
did not know where the Mitchell Freeway
was going. So there was the Deputy Pre-
mier telling me the other day that the
Government did not then know the actual
design of the Mitchell Freeway.

If we are to spend £8,000,000 to desecrate
our city as it is being desecrated, I do not
know where we will finish. I have pulled
no punches in this matter; I have spoken
as I feel I should. I mean everything 1
have said, and I have always tried to do
that while I have been in Parliament.
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As we all know, the Governor's Speech
which was read o Parliament gives the
opportunity to all of us to represent to the
Government our own views, or the views
of the people of our electorate, and to
make the necessary representations where
required. I am in my thirteenth year in
this House, and I recall what Dr. Hislop
has said, that one might say something
for years and years and then find eventu-
ally what one has been advocating has
happened.

I have spoken on the Address-in-Reply
regularly, and except for the minor mat-
ters which have been atiended to by the
two Ministers in this House, my time has
been completely wasted. I hope, however,
that I have not wasted my time speaking
this afternoon, and I trust that some ac-
tion will be taken in connection with the
Wellard Road crossing, and in respect of
saving our beautiful river.

THE HON. J. HEITMAN Oidland)
[4.37 p.m.]l: Having read the Governor's
Speech, I wholeheartedly endorse all it
contains. The Government today is doing
a very good job for the State,

The Hon. R. F. Hutchison: You have
not been here very long.

The Hon, J. HEITMAN: In the course
of his Speech His Excellency said there
would be something like 4,800,000 acres
of grain and cereals. At that time we
thought that something like that area may
have heen seeded; but owing to the very
wet conditions of June and July many
areas have been so wet and flooded that
it has been impossible to sow the amount
that would have been sown under normal
conditions.

This is the third consecutive wet year
we have had in some distriets, and quite
a few farmers will find it very hard to
carry on. The people I am mainly con-
cerned about are the young fellows start-
ing up as share farmers. They had a par-
ticularly bad year last year, and this has
been the ecase in every district in the
northern wheatgrowing areas of our State.
Many of them had to have their machin-
ery carried on; and again this year they
have only had a restricted area under
crop.

I feel certain we will have to give these
farmers some assistance to tide them over
the next financial year., We must realise
that most of these young fellows are the
potential farmers of tomorrow; they are
the type of men we want to see settled on
virgin blocks, I feel sure the Government
will give them some assistance if things
are as bad as I think they will be next
vear.

Owing to the very wet season there has
been extensive flooding, which has re-
sulted in soil erosion. I think Mr. Wise
mentioned soil erosion in the Kununurra
area. We can however see this much closer
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home. I feel that the Soil Conservation
Commissioner should come into the picture
and declare many more agricultural dis-
tricts soil conservation areas. A pgreat
deal of flooding can be avoided if we at-
tack it at the right source. We should
start on the higher ground and put in
contours, thus saving the low land from
flooding.

I have had many communications from
farmers in my district pointing out the dif-
ficulties they have experienced over the
last two seasons, and I feel sure if the
Soil Conservation Commissioner tock the
matter up actively and started soil con-
servation on the higher areas it would
keep the water on the ground on which
it falls. This would also help the road
problem, and it would assist the people
who own the country.

There has been a great deal said about
road accidents this year; possibly with
some justification. We have had a tre-
mendous number of road deaths, and it
seems to me there are many people who
do not know how dangerous a car is when
driven at speed. A number of people have
drawn a comparison between road acci-
dents in the city and in the country, As
Mr. Syd Thompson said earlier, the coun-
try shires look after 70 per cent, of the
roads in Western Australla. So one
might expect there would be more accidents
in the country than in the city., But I
can assure members that the people who
look after the roads in the country are
very conscious of the accidents that occur,
arrlxd_ are doing their utmost to curtait
them.

Speaking on behalf of the Country Shire
Councils Association, I would say that
there would not bhe one shire in the whole
of the country that would hand over its
licensing powers to the police, or to any-
one else. If they can contrel their own
licensing they have more money to spend
to make the roads safer and to provide
inspectors to police the traffic in order to
make the way of the motorist easier. Local
authorities also have what they call a
country trafic committee. We have been
trying for years to get statutory powers
so that these people can police their traf-
fic laws to make motoring safe. So far
we have not had much success in obtain-
ineg these statutory powers, but I feel sure
if they could be granted by the Minister for
Transport and Police, we could do much
more to make motoring safe.

T think all the other States in the Com-
monwealth have police control, but thelr
Traffic Acts In respect of the country are
no wider than ours here. As a matter of
fact, I think the accident rate is heavier
in the country areas of some States than
it is in our country areas. I feel sure
that in the country areas of some other
States the same finance is not made avail-
able for country roads in order to make
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them safe for the travelling public. This
would have a big bearing on the humber
of accidents in those areas.

One thing that the country traffic com-
mittee is trying to ensure is that a quar-
terly traffic report be sent in in conjunc-
tion with the police report to try to achieve
a full report of statistics as to how all
accidents occur, whether they happen
in the country or the city. It is hoped
that some of these statistics will be
formulated to make motoring safer for
the general public. We would still have
with us, of course, those who are irrespon-
sible and those who have no idea of driving
at speed in country areas. I think this
has been mentioned on quite a few
occasions in this House.

The Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: In the city
too.

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: I would now
like to deal with water supplies in coun-
try areas. The Government is doing a
wonderful job extending the water supplies
through quite a number of country areas.
As a matter of fact, anyone interested in
water supplies to various country districts
can notice a big improvement all the way
from Wyndham in the north to Esperance
in the south.

‘We still have quite a few areas to which
it has been impossible to extend the water
supply, but the Government has them in
mind and is gradually getiing supplies and
reticulating water to practically every
country town in Western Australia,

The fact that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment is lending money to us over the
next few years to assist in the compre-
hensive water scheme will be a great bhoon
to many country people. Although we
have to repay the money over the years,
the extra stock that it will, as a resuilt,
be possible to carry on the farms will well
and truly make it worth while.

Dealing now with iron ore, I would like
to state that we have heard it mentioned
quite a few times that this State has not
sold any iron ore. Western Mining Cor-
poration has sold, 5,100,000 tons from its
deposit at Keolanooka which is adjacent to
my home tawn. I would like to say that this
company is doing a wonderful job moving
houses in and geiting everything in
readiness to proceed with this new projeet,
At the present time the company has 10
houses almost completed as well as quarters
for single men. When the building pro-
gramme is completed there will be 5%
homes for married people apart from
accommaodation for 27 single men,

The company is also erecting a power
house which will be of great help to the
adjncent couniry areas which inelude
Mingenew, Carnamah, Three Springs,
Morawsa, Coorow, and Perenjori. If the
State Electricity Commission could see its

[COUNCIL.}

way clear to make available a small com-
prehensive electricity supply for this area
it would be of great help to the towns and
the farmers. I feel this is something we
must look forward to achieving in the
next few years.

Recently I had the opportunity of mak-
ing a trip to the south-west, and it was
very pleasing to go to Boyup Brogk to see
the flax mill and to learn that it was only
through the pioneering spirit of the farm-
ers and the people who took aver the fac-
tory from the Commonwealth that this
industry has been built up to the stage
where it is employing something like 200
men. If there are any further hostilities
we have an avenue there which would
supply the flax needs—or some of them—
of Australia. We should compliment those
peaple who are growing flax and those
who are preparing it for manufacture and
sending it to the Eastern States.

I was also interested to move amongst
the farmers down there who are in but-
terfat and wholemilk farming. It was
something new to me, being a wheat and
sheep farmer. They have had a pretty
hard row to hoe over the years, and it
would appear to me as a casual observer
that quite a few of them are not on eco-
nomic holdings. The holdings are too
small and there are not sufficient cows he-
ing milked to make the units economic. I
suppose I should not say this, but 1 do
feel that every one of those holdings
should be made into a 200-acre pasture
and every farmer should be milking at
least 50 to 60 cows to make it an econ-
omic venture for a family.

I also had a look at the timber industry,
which again was something new to me. I
had been through the industry as a boy,
but the present methods of cutting timber,
loading it, and getting it out of the bush
are entirely different from what applied
when the big teams of bullocks were used
in the earlier days. It is hard to imagine
there are machines which will lift 18-ton
}:’ogsi1 on to a jinker and get them out of the

ush.

It was quite an interesting trip, and I
feel sure if more of us could get out and
see what goes on in other parts of the
State the better we would realise what
can be done and what has been dcne
through the pioneering spirit in every part
of the country.

I would like now to deal with schools.
The Government is doing a great job out-
side the metropolitan area. Many fine
buildings are being erected all over the
country, but I believe there should be more
manual training facilities for beys in the
country, because that is the first leg on
the way to becoming farmers. If they
learn a little welding, tinsmithing, and
S0 on, it is a big help ta them when they
ga on tg a farm or take up farming as
a career., If more manual training rcoms
were attached to the junior high schools
it would be of benefit to country peopie.
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The housing for teachers in the country
is not quite as bright as it might be, and
many teachers are living in substandard
homes. If flats could be built in the
country for single teachers it would be a
great help. For instance, in Morawa
there are at the moment 14 teachers, I
think three or four of them are married
and the others are single, It is pretty
hard for them to get accommaodation; and
it is not much of a life for single teachers
to live in a hotel.

I am not saying that these flats should
be erected by the Government. It would
be an economic venture for anyone to build
flats in country areas for teachers and
other young people working in those towns.
As far as I know Dalwallinu is the only
shire which has attempted to do something
ahout the situation. It has converted a
house inteo flats. which accommodate nine
girls. It is a wonderful gpportunity for
them to have such good clean accom-
modation, and I recommend anyone who
has money to invest to look into this
matter because it would be an economic
venture. I feel sure the flats would never
be empty.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Have you anhy
information on the economics of the
Dalwallinu project?

The Hon, J. HEITMAN: No, but I could
get it for you.

The Hon. A. F, Griffith: I would be very
interested fo see it.

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: The shire has
always told me it is pleased with the set-
up.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: It was not a
new building, I take it.

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: It had been
up for three or four years.

The Hon. A, P. Griffith: It was a new
huilding?

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: Yes.

The Hon. L, A. Logan: But it was not
built for that purpose. It was converted.

The Hon. J. HEITMAN: Yes, it was con-
verted for that purpose.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith; I would still be
interested to have a look at it.

‘The Hon. J. HEITMAN: Very good. The
next subject with which I wish to deal is
the deepening of the Geraldton Harbour,
about which we have heard a lot over the
yvears. I feel sure the Governmeni has
this project in mind. It is essential for
the development of the northern wheat-
belt and of the town of Geraldton, as well
as for the shipment of iron ore. Although
I have mentioned it, I feel sure the Gov-
ernment has it well in mind and that
go::lething will be done at a very early

ate.
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The State Electricity Commission has
extended power from Geraldton. It is
buying current from the Geraldton muni-
cipality at present and will, I understand,
be extending its power lines to Northamp-
ton next year. It will also be supplying the
new abattoir which will be erected in
Geraldton shortly. We have been looking
forward to this extension for some time
and we hope it will be applied right
threughout the northern areas the same
as in the south. After all, power and
water are essential for all country peaple,
and they are entitled to these commodities.

One thing T would like to mention before
I conclude is in relation to the abattoir
at Geraldton. 1 just hope it will not be-
come a monopoly when it is established,
but that everyone will be able to have
meat killed there. T do sincerely hope the
situation will not arise where the aowners
will utilise the abattoir for the killing of
their own meat and will allow no time for
the killing of the meat of others. All too
often we have seen in areas that a company
will take over; but I do think any butcher
should be able to huy meat and have it
killed at the abattoir, and should be able
to do its own buying and selling. I sup-
port the motion.

Debate adjourned, The

Hon. R. Thompson.

on motion by

House adjourned at 4.48 pan.
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